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Erica coccinea L. (non Berg.) var. inflata H. A. Baker var. nov. 
(Ericaceae-Ericoideae) § Gigandra. 


Erica coccinea L. varietas sed ita differt. Corolla 1.5 em. longa, in 
parte inferiore valde inflata, candide fulgido-viridis et viscicdissima: 


pedunculi breves, 2—3 mm. longi: sepala, sicut bracteae, viridia et 
viscida, non carinata, sed nervo medio subprominente. 

*) A variety of E. coccinea L. but differs as follows:—Corolla 1.5 cm. 
long, very much inflated in the lower part, bright shining green, very 
sticky: peduncles short, 2 


3 mm. long: sepals, like the bracts, green and 
sticky, not keeled, but with a subprominent midrib. (Fig. 1). 

CAPE PROVINCE: Caledon Div.: Koude Mountains, between 
Gaansbaai and Elim, Baker 1154, holotype in Bolus Herbarium; Baker 
1247: Compton 5643. Flowers September-October. 

It may seem presumptuous to introduce a new variety into this very 
variable species, but this plant seems to differ so much from the other 
named varieties as to warrant this rank. 

The plant was collected by the author in the Koude Mountains, a 
low ridge up to 1,500 ft. between Gaansbaai and Elim, in October 1956 
and September 1957. The ridge runs roughly from S.W. to N.E. and 
several small valleys start near the top and run down into the river valleys 
at the bottom. The plant was found at the heads of two non-adjacent 
valleys running N.W. and, in one of them, in large numbers. 

In the valley between these two there is a large colony of an entirely 
different variety of E. coccinea with small, sticky yellow flowers (Baker 
1250) which is near var. intermedia Bolus. It was also found on the S.E. 
side of the mountain but not m large colonies. The green variety was 


*The reason for reverting, under the Rules of Nomenclature, to the name Erica 
coccinea L. Sp. Pl. 1 355 (1753), the oldest name of this species, in the place of 
E. Peteveri L. Mant. Alt. 235 (1771), which has been upheld by Guthrie and Bolus in 
the Flora Capensis Vol. LV, § 1, 47 (1909), is given in the Journal of S. African Botany 
Vol. VIII, 279 (1942). No revised nomenclatural combinations for the four existing 
varieties of E. Peteveri L., in the Flora Capensis, have yet been published under 
E. coccinea. 
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Fic. 1, Erica coccinea L. var. inflata H. A. Baker. (Baker 1154.) 
|. corolla, 2. flower, 3. sepal. 4. gynoecium, 5. stamen. All x 3. Del. H. A. Baker. 


found only in the two valleys on the N.W. side. From a study of the 
specimens of var. intermedia in the Bolus Herbarium and the description 
of Erica intermedia K1. in de Candolle Prodr. VII, 621, on which it is 
based, it would appear that this variety is in itself quite variable in 
different localities. Perhaps this is not surprising since even the typical 
form of E. coccinea varies in degree of stickiness, hairiness of bracts 
and sepals, length of peduncle, presence or absence of keels on the bracts 
and sepals and colour of the corolla: but in spite of this it is readily 
recognised as Æ. coccinea. What seems more strange is that the different 
varieties are often found in the same area. Baker 1250, though it differs 
in several respects from the typical specimens of var. intermedia from the 
Robinson Pass, Mossel Bay Division, is considered to be only a local 
form. A plant similar to it was collected by Esterhuizen (19169) in 
October 1951 on the top of Bredasdorp Mountain, which is not far away. 

For comparison drawings are included of (a) E. coccinea L. var. inflata 
H. A. Baker (Fig. 1). (b) Baker 1250, referred to above (Fig. 3), (c) a 
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typical var. intermedia from Robinson Pass, Salter 3258, (Fig. 4), (d) a 
specimen, Stokoe 2626, in which the flowers are very small with a corolla 
disproportionately short, borne in pairs or ternate, (Fig. 5) and (e) a 


typical Æ. coccinea L., yellow-flowered form, Baker 1162, from the Koude 
Mt. area (Fig.2). 
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Fie. 2, Hrica coccinea L. (Baker 1162.) 
1. corolla, 2. flower, 3. sepal, 4. gynoecium, 5. stamen. All x 3. Del. H. A. Baker. 


It is not known how widely var. inflata is distributed, but it has only 
been recorded once before by Professor Compton from a specimen on 
show at the Caledon Flower Show (Compton 5643) and now in the Bolus 
Herbarium. Two somewhat similar specimens collected by Stokoe from 
the Klein River Mountains (S.A. Museum 65378) and on the Springfield 
estate near Bredasdorp (S.A. Musewm 62725), both in the Compton 
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Fia, 3, Erica coccinea L. var. intermedia Bolus. (Baker 1250.) 
1. corolla, 2. flower, 3. sepal, 4. gynoecium, 5. stamen. All x 3. Del. H. A. Baker. 
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TG. 4, Erica coccinea L. var. intermedia Bolus. (Salter 3258.) 
1. flower, 2. corolla, 3. sepal, showing outgrowth of sepal where underlapping 
the next sepal, 4. stamen, 5. gynoecium. All x 3. Del. H. A. Baker. 


Herbarium, may be the same var. but, as there is no note as to stickiness 
or colour, this is not certain, but on general similarity it seems likely. 
At any rate, it seems probable that it is confined to the Caledon and 
Bredasdorp Divisions and not of frequent occurrence. 
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Fie. 5, Erica coccinea L. var. intermedia Bolus. (Stokoe 2626.) 
1. flower, 2. corolla, 3. sepal, 4. gynoecium, 5. stamen. All x 3. Del. H. A. Baker. 


